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In this edition... 

 Financial rules applicable to general budget of the Union 

 Cross-border parcel delivery services 

 A European Strategy for Low-Emission Mobility 

 Space Strategy for Europe  

 Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in the EU 

 Exchange of views with Commissioner Bulc on CWP 2018 (Structured Dialogue) 

 Effectively integrating urban nodes in TEN-T corridors, boosting innovation and interoperability 
 

Regulation on the financial rules applicable 

to general budget of the Union  

Adoption of draft opinion 

The Committee adopted with a broad majority Mr van 

de Camp’s Opinion on the revision of the financial rules 

applicable to the general budget of the Union. 

The opinion backs the introduction of rules for blending 

in the Financial Regulation and, in particular, for the use 

of blending facilities under the Connecting Europe 

Facility (CEF) Regulation.  
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In amendments, the Committee seeks to strengthen the 

flexibility of CEF blending facilities for combining 

different sources of support, including CEF grants, EFSI, 

national budgets and private investors. Amendments 

also aim to ensure that blending strictly focuses on the 

objectives of the CEF.  

The Committee calls for a combined cap on the 

maximum share of CEF funds that may be fed into 

blending facilities and financial instruments.  

Members rejected a raise in the CEF envelope for multi-

annual programming, which could have affected the 

support available for projects on the comprehensive 

network. Furthermore, the Opinion calls for sufficient 

resources for supporting transport infrastructure 

investments in the next multi-annual financial 

framework.  

 Rapporteur: Wim van de Camp (EPP) 

 Ordinary Legislative procedure, opinion 

 Vote in BUDG-CONT: 30 May 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: tbd 

Proposal for a Regulation on cross-border 

parcel delivery services  

Consideration of draft report  

The Rapporteur, Ms Anderson, presented her draft 

report which, with 78 amendments, seeks to improve on 

the Commission proposal and extend its scope, in order 

to provide a fair and balanced approach for all cross-

border parcel delivery service providers, building upon 

the provisions of the Postal Services Directive. 
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She is also following with interest the work of IMCO as 

the opinion giving committee, on aspects related to 

market-access. 

The draft report seeks to delete the access and reference 

offer aspects of the proposal, as in the Rapporteur’s 

view, they do not reflect the reality of the cross-border 

parcels market, and are not necessary in the light of 

existing EU competition and postal services law. 

She seeks to ensure that National Regulatory Authorities 

obtain data on market information showing the 

fragmentation and range of employment practices in the 

market, including information on subcontractors and 

workers in the postal sector who are employed other 

than on a full-time, permanent basis. 

On assessing affordability of tariffs, the Rapporteur is 

also of the opinion that any test regarding affordability 

should be applied across the market, and not only to 

universal service providers. 
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Consumer confidence would benefit from improved 

requirements for more transparent and comparable 

information on available price and delivery options, as 

well as from requirements for more guidance on 

procedures for damage, loss of goods, delays and 

returns, and for complaints handling.  

For these reasons, the Rapporteur suggests the 

introduction of two new articles to add to the 

information already provided to the users by traders, 

and to promote further harmonisation of quality of 

service and technical standards, in accordance with 

existing EU regulations.  

While all Members agreed that the focus should be on 

the benefit to consumers (transparency, affordable 

prices and quality of services), some diverse positions 

were expressed with regard to the opportunity (in a 

rapidly-changing market) and added value of some of 

the measures proposed by Commission or by the 

Rapporteur.  

 Rapporteur: Lucy Anderson (S&D) 

 Ordinary Legislative procedure, report 

 Deadline for amendments: 16 May 2017 

 Vote in TRAN Committee: 11 July 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: tbd 

A European Strategy for Low-Emission 

Mobility 

Consideration of draft report  

The report is based on the Commission Communication 

of 20 July 2016 ‘A European Strategy for Low-Emission 

Mobility’, which reunites measures and proposes 

legislative and non-legislative initiatives meant to 

accelerate the pace of the shift towards low-emission 

mobility, accentuating the opportunities arising for 

industry, services, energy companies and investors to 

contribute to sustainable growth and provide new jobs.  

The draft report welcomes the Communication and 

agrees on the importance of measures to be taken in all 

the points described in the Action Plan for Low-Emission 

Mobility, while stressing the need for even more 

ambitious action with regard to certain areas. 

During the debates, Members agreed with the 

Rapporteur on the importance of this strategic own-

initiative report in setting the agenda for future 

developments in the transport sector and for influencing 

the direction of future legislative initiatives of the 

Commission in the field of low-emission mobility.  

They mentioned cooperation with the opinion-giving 

ENVI Committee and the inter-linking themes in several 

areas of the report.  

The need for a holistic view was stressed, as well as the 

importance of achieving sustainable low-emission 

mobility, using, inter alia, digitisation and multi-

modality.  

 Rapporteur: Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA) 

 Own initiative procedure, report 

 Deadline for amendments: 22 May 2017 

 Vote in TRAN Committee: 25 September 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: tbd 

 

 



Newsletter of 03-04/05/2017 

 

3 
 

Report on Space Strategy for Europe 

Consideration of amendments  

There were 67 amendments tabled to Meissner's 

opinion to ITRE Committee on Space Strategy for Europe 

and the Rapporteur promised to incorporate as many of 

them as possible into her compromise proposals to be 

discussed on 10 May.  

Members generally shared the opinion that the space 

sector is of crucial importance to transport and 

expressed similar concerns, focusing namely on the 

completion of GALILEO, ensuring its continuous 

financing and earmarking appropriate funding in the 

next MFF.  

Several Members underlined the role of the Commission 

as the main institutional customer of the space services 

in Europe.  

They also agreed that the priority in the strategy should 

be given to those programmes and initiatives which 

could bring immediate benefits and add value to the 

transport sector quickly.  

They described the dossier as "not contentious" and 

looked forward to adopting the opinion on 30 May.  

 Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE) 

 Own initiative procedure, opinion 

 Vote in TRAN Committee: 30 May 2017 

 Vote in ITRE Committee: 22 June 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: tbd 

Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in the EU 

Presentation by the Commission, DG GROW, of COM 
(2016)0787 

Members exchanged views with the Commission about 

measures reducing the number of casualties and serious 

injuries on EU roads.  

The Commission would like to make a legislative 

proposal for mandatory use of some 19 safety measures 

in newly-produced cars at the beginning of 2018.  

Members stressed, for example, the importance of cyber 

security of electronic assistance systems and the lack of 

harmonisation of road signs in the EU. These need to be 

addressed for further deployment of more autonomous 

car assistance systems. 

There needs to be further focus on training for drivers 

and issues linked to driver behaviour such as alcohol or 

drugs. 

 Rapporteur: Dieter-Lebrecht Koch (EPP) 

 Presentation of the report: 20 June 2017 

 Deadline for amendments: 28 June 2017 

 Vote in TRAN Committee: 25 Sept 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: Oct II (tbc) 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Bulc 

on CWP 2018 (Structured Dialogue) 

Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc presented, in the 

framework of the structured dialogue, an overview on 

the implementation of the Commission Work 

Programme (CWP) for 2017, and introduced the main 

elements foreseen for the 2018 CWP. 

She stressed that the most important delivery for 2017 

will be the mobility package, containing all the road 

initiatives and other proposals such as CO2 standards for 

trucks, which is to be delivered in two stages, by the end 

of May and towards the end of the year.  

The legislative package on air connectivity is scheduled 

for the 7th June 2017.  
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Regarding the rail sector, the focus of the Commission is 

on implementation of existing legislation, namely the 

enforcement of the Recast Directive, and the 4th 

Railway Package, for the regulatory framework to be 

completed in time for the opening of the market in 2019. 

The Commission is planning to adopt its proposal on rail 

passenger rights before summer.  

On maritime, the Commission will deliver on the revision 
of the Port Reception Facilities directive still in 2017.  
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On decarbonisation, the Commission's Low-Emission 

Mobility Strategy launched last year will be 

implemented this year through various new measures:  

 the Directive on Alternative Fuels;  

 the revision of the Clean Vehicles Public 

Procurement Directive;  

 a proposal on Combined Transport which will 

improve direct support for a modal shift from 

road freight to rail, inland waterways and short 

sea shipping. 

In 2018 the focus will be on multimodality. The 

Commission will present a number of maritime files 

resulting from the current Maritime Fitness Check, 

which will be complete by the end of 2017.  

On maritime, the most significant file will be the review 

of reporting formalities, which focuses on the benefits 

that a European Single Window can offer on top of 

national single windows. Other maritime files will 

concern flag and port state control, vessel traffic 

monitoring and the training of seafarers.  

As already shown in the aviation sector, the 

Commission's priority is to reach international solutions 

when it comes to emissions. It fully supports ambitious 

developments in addressing GHG emissions from 

shipping at IMO level and expects the IMO to adopt an 

ambitious strategy in spring 2018 based on an 

appropriate emission reduction objective. Initiatives will 

be launched also in relation to road safety, including a 

new road safety policy framework for the decade after 

2020.  

The TRAN members engaged in a vivid debate on all 

these priorities, regarding each mode of transport and 

measures to encourage multi-modality, as well as the 

social aspects linked with transport policy.  

Requests were addressed with regard to a more 

prominent role and visibility of the transport sector in 

the CWP for 2018, according to the important 

contribution of transport in the European economy, as 

well as for the daily life of all EU citizens.  

Effectively integrating urban nodes in TEN-T 

corridors, boosting innovation and 

interoperability 

Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinators   

Catherine Trautmann and Karel Vinck, TEN-T 

Coordinators, presented the main actions planned to 

integrate urban nodes in the trans-European transport 

network and achieve full interoperability in rail transport 

by further implementation of the ERTMS.  

They highlighted the role of a fully multi-modal TEN-T 

and its corridors to catalyse innovation, digitalisation 

and decarbonisation, and bring about seamless 

passenger mobility and efficiently-connected urban and 

long-distance logistics.  

The Coordinators also outlined the action plan for the 

ERMTS up until 2023 for the deployment of on-board 

and track-side components, and also gave an outlook of 

the further implementation of the North Sea - Baltic 

corridor and its Rail Baltica project. 

Members underlined the importance of the TEN-T 

corridors for driving forward interoperability, digital 

mobility solutions and alternative fuel infrastructure. 

During the discussion, speakers asked about the impact 

of changing telecommunication standards on the ERMTS 

and the progress in national action plans for alternative 

fuel deployment. Members also inquired about the 

uptake of the EFSI and future financial needs in relation 

to the TEN-T in the different Member States.  

 

Upcoming event:  

TRAN committee will send its delegation on a mission  
to the Baltic States (Estonia and Lithuania) from 22 to 24 May 2017. 

 
Main aim of this visit is to look into the connectivity of the region to the rest of Europe, among other, to observe the 
state of play of the implementation of Rail Baltica project, which is one of the key TEN-T projects in the region. 
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed 

Tuesday 30 May, afternoon 

Meeting room: JAN 4Q2 
 

 Opinion to ITRE INI Report on Space Strategy for Europe/Meissner – vote 

 Exchange of views with the General Rapporteur for Budget 2018, Mr Siegfried MURESAN 

 Emissions Trading Scheme - consideration of draft opinion/report/Foster  

 Repealing regulation (inland waterways and road transport) COM(2016)0745 – presentation of draft report 
 

TRAN Committee meetings 2017, Brussels 

Monday 19 June, 15h00-18h30 
Tuesday, 20 June, 9h00-12h30 
Tuesday, 20 June, 15h00-18h30 
 
Monday, 10 July, 15h00-18h30 
Tuesday, 11 July, 9h00-12h30 
Tuesday, 11 July, 15h00-18h30 
 
Thursday 31 August, 09h00-12h30 
 
Thursday, 7 September, 9h00-12h30 
Thursday, 7 September, 15h00-18h30 
Monday, 25 September, 15h00-18h30 

Wednesday, 11 October, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 11 October, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 12 October, 09h00-12h30 
 
Thursday, 9 November, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 22 November, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 22 November, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 23 November, 9h00-12h30 
 
Monday, 4 December, 15h00-18h30 

 

Useful links 

TRAN website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/TRAN 

Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news: http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/all-news 

Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en 

DG MOVE newsletter: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/newsletter_en 

Maltese Presidency of the Council: http://www.eu2017.mt 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport 

For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
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